rn nEC 30 1991 


¥ S, Department of Ag! iulture 


Descriptions 

and Cultural 

Instructions 

Vintec 

745958 Prices a ey Leaved Caladium Bulbs 
1” - 13g” in diameter $ Lies per hundred 
136”-234" in diameie! $ ee pe ired 
242".344” in diameter $32 es rar hundred 
33,” in diameter & Up ¢ “AS - _ per hundred 


All prices F. O. B. Lake Placid, Florida 
Write for quantity prices. 


Lake Huntley Bulb Fam 
Lake Placid, Florida 


“Vee Strap Leaved Caladium 


“7 HE TERM “STRAP LEAVED” is used to classify a type 


of Caladium that is very closely related to the Fancy 
Leaved Caladium. It is so named and easily recognized 
by its long narrow leaves as compared to the compar- 
atively large round leaf of the Fancy Leaved type. 
Other comparisons with the Fancy Leaved type are as 
follows: The Strap Leaved Caladium is much more 
dwarf. The leaves are no longer but very narrow. 
Leaves of some varieties may reach 12 inches in length 
with a width of oniy an inch. Of course, leaf dimen- 
sions vary from variety to variety with leaf width in 
some varieties aS much as six inches, but even in these 
wider leaved varieties the leaves still maintain the 
elongated characteristics. Leaves have a much heavier 
texture and usually are much more richly colored. With 
the heavier bodied leaf, the plant is not as subject to 
sunourn, and foliage when cut, is much more durable. 

The Strap Leaved Caladium is not new as a Caladi- 
um type. It is fully as old as is its, in many instances, 
twin brother the Fancy Leaved Caladium. The twin 
brother relationship is referred to because both Strap 
and Fancy leaved varieties may and often do, come 
from the same hand polinated seed pod. 

Previous to this time attempts to grow it have been 
on a limited, more or less experimental basis and then 
abandoned by the grower, not because of its lack of 
beauty or desirability, but because of its lack of bulb 
producing ability and the presence of extra field culti- 
vation problems as compared to its Fancy Leaved broth- 
er. These two problems, both of which affect the net 
return has rendered this “Jewel” of the Caladium fam- 
ily an “unknown” in the floral and gardening world. 

Recognizing and appreciating its beauty the writer 
has for the past 10 years been working with this Cala- 
dium in field culture to the end of offering it commer- 
cially. Old varieties have been collected and the more 
desirable ones propogated. Working with an outstand- 
ing associated hybridizer, many new varieties have 
been added and have been, or are being built to com- 
mercial plantings. On the inside of this folder is a list 
of varieties that are now available with a color descrip- 
tion in detail of each variety. 

Since Strap Leaved Caladium takes identical culture 
to the Fancy Leaved Caladium, the term “Strap” and/or 
“Fancy Leaved” will be omitted in the information on 
culture. 


ON CULTURE 


POT CULTURE: The Caladium is a tropical plant and 
naturally grows best in very warm temperatures, 70 
degrees or more: They will grow in lower temperatures, 
but as the growing temperature is lowered, perform- 
ance is proportionately less desirable in growth and 
coloration to the point of intolerance. 


Caladium are heavy feeders and seem to grow 
best in a soil with a PH of 5 to 6 with sufficient organic 
matter to prevent its packing and sealing to the point 
of locking out air circulation. The pot soil should be 
loose and fluffy even after continuous and frequent 
watering during the growing period. A mixture of 
equal parts of coarse sand, peat or leaf mold, and dairy 
manure has been found satisfactory. In areas where 
the soil is of such a nature that it tends to seal and 
harden as it drys, the writer recommends the use of 
builders sand, or some other substance that does not 
seal, as a filler in the organics for the potting soil. 


Caladium should be started in only damp soil, or 
peat. After roots have started more water should be 
used. As the plant develops and the leaf area increases, 
more water is thrown off by the leaves and more water 
will be required, but the soil should never contain suf- 
ficient water to ‘“water-log” or seal out air circulation. 
Constant watering will tend to leach the plant food 
from pot soil in time, and it will be desirable to feed 
the plants periodically. Avoid heavy nitrogen applica- 


tions. Too much nitrogen may result in an undesirable 
greening of the plant. 


GARDEN CULTURE The Caladium thrives best in out- 
side plantings during the summer months in areas 
where humidity is not too low. It should be planted in 
an area of semi-shade, or a place where it is protected 
from the warm mid-day sun. 


The bed should be spaded to a depth of 8 or 10 
inches, a part of the soil removed and replaced with 
peat and/or dairy manure. A light application of com- 
mercial fertilizer, such as Vigoro, or a similar substance 
is also desirable. Mix the soil thoroughly. Bulbs should 
be planted to such a depth that the top of the bulb 
will be 142" to 2” below the surface. When planting 
is completed a light mulch of leaves or similar sub- 
stance will help conserve moisture and produce a more 
favorable growing condition. This mulch is a necessity 
for best performance if the bed is located in the open 


sun. Do not plant outside until after frost danger is 
passed. When the bed is planted, water just enough 
to dampen the soil. When growth becomes evident, 
water should be increased and when the plants are in 
full growth watering should be sufficient to keep the 
top of the soil damp at all times. The constant watering 
will necessitate occasional feeding of some commercial 
tertilizer to keep the plants looking fresh and vigorous. 


In areas where the growing season is short, bulbs 
may be started inside before they can be planted out- 
side. This is done by placing the bulbs in a flat in damp 
peat or similiar mulch about two or three weeks before 
they can be planted outside. The flat is then placed in 
a warm location like the furnace room. Additional wa- 
tering may be necessary to keep the rooting media 
damp. When outside temperatures permit—when frost 
danger is past—transfer the bulbs from the flat to the 
bed. 


If bulbs are to be carried from one season to an- 
onther, they should be lifted in the fall about the time 
the foliage dies. Remove as much soil as may be easily 
removed from the roots. Place the bulbs in regular 
bulb flats or flat wooden boxes and place them in the 
furnace room. Leave them there without additional cov- 
ering until Spring, then repeat the planting operation. 


Bulbs handled as outlined above should give good 
performance for several seasons, if not indefinitely in 
the Southern states where there is a long growing sea- 
son. In areas where the growing season is shorter, the 
Gardener may expect a loss in vitality each season be- 
cause the bulb does not have time to reach full matur- 
ity and for this reason it will be necessary to replace 
with new bulbs from time to time. 


These differences in performance between the 
Strap and Fancy Leaved Caladium based on the exper- 
ience of the writer may be expected. The Strap Leaved 
Caladium will be slower starting and will take longer 
to reach its peak as a pot plant. The peak once reached 
will be held for a much longer period. Facts are, that 
it is not known just how long the “Strap” will continue 
as a growing plant without going dormant. Plants are 
now known that have grown continually for two years. 

f course, to get this continuous growth, it is necessary 
to keep the plant warm and fed. As it increases in size 
it may become necessary to transfer it to a larger con- 
tainer. 


CITATION 

A neutral hue forms the main pearl-green bacx- 
ground of the leaf with darker shades of a variegated 
Hooker’s green surrounding the outline of the leaf with 
delicate pin stripes flowing into a unified design. Beav- 
tiful burnt umber shades accent the beauty of this leaf, 
and japonica scarlet surround the outline of this leaf. 
Sturdy upright stems make it easy to work. 


ELIZABETH LOU 

An outstanding balance between the magenta back- 
ground the beautiful pattern of viridian green ribs 
which make up a most striking design pattern. The 
edges are a delicate medium green variegated mass 
which will fit into most color schemes. Recommended 
for potting or bedding. 


GLORIOSA 

A light magenta mottled background gives a glori- 
ous effect with the Prussian green network of ribs and 
veins which give contrast and character to this leaf. 


HORATIO SID 

Predominately a light lime-green cast background 
with a dark nile green variegated overcast flowing 
throughout the entire leaf, making a nicely designed 
pattern. Along the outline of the leaf is a delicate jap- 
onica scarlet outline. From this thin outline extending 
inward is shading ot dark old rose which flows nearly 
to the center of the leaf. Free-flowing splotches of car- 
mine give the proper accent to this beautiful leaf. Ac- 
ceptable for pots or bedding. 


IZZAT 

Deep shades of magenta ribs and veins accent the 
light pink background. The entire leaf is surrounded 
by a light willow green outline which blends into the 
delicate magenta veins. 


JUNO 

A white midriff works its way into the light green 
to white base of the leaf. Russet ribs and veins sketch 
their way into a bright nile green which forms the out- 
line thinly at the base and works its way into a heavier 
mass of green color at the peak of the leaf. A thin 
scarlet outline finishes the decor. 


KING LEAR 
Dark shades of Prussian green form a splotched 


design pattern over the light willow green background 
of this pretty leaf. Delicate shades of scarlet lake form 
the red color pattern, with each rib having a thin pin- 
stripe of ‘russet to give accent to the overall design 
pattern. May be used for potting or bedding. 


MUMBO 

Red pink represents the main body color. Scarlet 
midriff ribs and veins complete the accent. An Emerald 
green forms the outer edge and blends into a light 
sienna brown and into the main body color. A hair thin 
crimson line forms a rim around the leaf. 


OKEECHOBEE 

A mottled effect is given from this leaf with nile 
green surrounding the entire leaf, and blending into 
an artistic pattern of emerald green. A very fine hair- 
line of crimson is in evidence all around the leaf. De- 
finite design patterns flow throughout the entire leaf. 
Leaves have good body. 


O. E. ORPET 

This little leaf has a midriff of scarlet lake surround- 
ed by a crimson red. A solid green (emerald) outline 
stipples its way into the royal crimson center. A hair 
thin crimson outline gives the final touch. 


OSCEOLA 

The entire leaf is surrounded by a medium green 
border which blends into tuscan rose and then into a 
dark rose center. Very heavy bodied leaves on ridged 
stems makes this variety very good for use as foliage 
plants. 


PINK CALLA 

A striking leaf pattern which has a background of 
delicately shaded geranium pinks and reds. Interwind- 
ing into this delicate geranium pink are bold patterns 
viridian green outlined by holly leaf green and white 
stippling in the center portions. As the green design 
flows outward to the edge of the leaf, the bold pat- 
terns become more delicate and dappled. Leaf has very 
heavy body that makes it excellent for foliage use. 


PINK CHARMER 

A charming leaf with center a mass of orchid pink. 
Deep cerise ribs give a two-toned effect with a colorful 
design pattern. A viridian green outline stipples out 
into the pink center, thus giving a silhouette effect 


which will give a pleasing contrast to any background. 
A heavy leafing variety that is recommended for pot- 
ting. 


POTHOS 

Light green splotches work their way from the base 
to the peak of this leaf. The predominate color is an 
apple green which contrasts nicely and furnishes an 
outstanding leaf that will blend with any color scheme. 
A very thin Venetian red outline completes the de- 
sign pattern. 


RED CALLA 
Identical with Pink Calla except for a deep ver- 
milion splotch instead of pink. 


RED CHIEF 

A beautiful japonic scarlet forms the inside pattern 
of the leaf. A rose madder tint covers the midsection 
of the leaf which blends beautifully into the nile green 
outline of the shape. Ridged stems and leaves with 
medium body makes it an acceptable caladium for pot- 
ting or bedding. 


RIPPLE 

A rippley shaped leaf which has a functional design 
starting with a deep shade of medium green which 
casts a silhouette effect from the sides of the leaf, and 
extending gradually inward making a design pattern 
with veins directed downward to the bottom of the 
leaf. Beautiful, delicate magenta splotches complete 
the design by giving a rich, colorful design pattern to 
the leaf. Recommended as a pot variety. 


ROSALEE 

Vivid scarlet lake midriff, ribs and veins contrast 
with the venetian red background of the leaf. An em- 
erald green color border stipples its way into the back- 
ground color. A very thin crimson line outlines the 
leaf. 


ROSE MARIE 

The mahogany brown accent at the base of the leaf 
makes a start for the Hookers green midriff and ribs 
to blend their way towards the edge of the leaf where 
heavy Prussian green spoltches form the outline. A thin 
crimson line goes around the leaf. The center is pink 
and white. 


TOKEN 

Predominately a light magenta base color with 
whitish midribs forming the basis of the design. A 
deep Prussian green forms the basic outline of the leaf 
shades into a delicate stipple and hairline design which 
flows down the center of the midribs of the leaf. 


TWENTY GRAND 

This broad strap leaf has an emerald green edge 
which extends from a variegated solid color and spec- 
kles out gradually into a pinkish-red design pattern 
with delicate crimson specks. It is surrounded by a light 
willow green variegated pattern. 


WHITE GLORY 

A white faced leaf surrounded with a crimson line 
running into delicate veins around the edge. Light lime 
green ribs predominate the design pattern with a net- 
work of light green veins that complete the unified 
design. 


WHITE WINGS 

A thin alizarine crimson outlines and crimson 
splotch at the base of this pretty little leaf gives an 
accent to the white-green background which has hair 
thin emerald green and crimson ribs beautifully scroll- 
ed throughout the leaf. A solid emerald green outline 
stipples its way gradually into tiny dots into the white 


background, giving a very delicate but ornate looking 
leaf. The best known and recommended white strap- 
leaved caladium. 


Normally the largest bulb obtainable in the above 
varieties are No. ls. Many varieties do not even make 
No. 1s. If you are interested in the largest bulbs please 
submit your order to read “the largest size available.” 


